nd ok at 8 New Chapel, 55 08d and at 
* 's Preaching-Houſes in Town and 
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To all Miniſters and Teachers in Churches 


4 


* 


* 
4 
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thing faulty or imperfect, commend i to the mercy - by | 1 


 wherewith God hath | 
to you the following Treatiſe. For thaugh I bethe Ml 
po ties Fen oh 
fo much may be allowed me) yet I am thereby made i 


3, 
* 


and Schools, Grace, Mercy, aud Peace from 
God the Father, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


mm the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. 5 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


"ll IVE me leave, who am the leaſt of all the 


" Servants of 75 Chriſt, for the love 
0 


ved us 1n his Son, to dedicate 


* 


partaker of the life, Merit, and power rgiding in 


tam, as our bleſſed head. If there be any. thing 


herein conformable to. the mand. of our great Shep- 


herd, and proceeding fromthe energy of his Spirit, al 
why ' ſhould it not be readily xecerved? And if, - 
after a true [piritual trial 4 you find dny = 


* 
. 7 


of our great Shepherd, de corre in nie by tlie _—_ 


. gracous influence of his Spirit. 


Ida nos offer-this as a piece of great learning. _ i 


Indeed, the plain truth of my Cod, el forth in 275 


natural luſtre, and the leaſt communication of his 


power affeing the heart, is infinitely more va- 


luable to me than all the learning of this world. 


And my only boaſting in the Lord is this, that 1 


by 
2 


Larve belaken myſelf to . that ſchool _ wherein .the 


| hug heſl wiſdom 15, to know Feſus Chriſt, and him * 3 g 
cruciſied. And though I, who have ſcarce learned 

1 the furſe elements thereof, have the boldn;/s to repeat 
this my leſſon in the 2 of all, yet e 


$9 E 
not to be deemed an effet of pride; but the love 


/ my netghbour conftraineth me. 


My foul hath been many times grieved at the ap- 
parent corruption, as of men in general, ſo of our 
Order in particular; and more eſpecially when 1 

{aw that the fear of man is become the epidemical 
* diſtemper of our Teachers. When I reflect on the 
one hand, with what ſpirit, with what joy, with 
what undaunted courage and boldneſs the ancient 
Servants of God et aſide all regard of man, and 
delivered as the Ambaſſadors of the Lord, their 
meſſage fully and plainly, though it expoſed them 
to the evident hazard of their lives; and on the 
other, how gently and ſoftly we go about it now, 
and how little we manifeſt the truth to the con- 
 {crence of every man: when I moreover conſidered, 
| how much they ſuffered with Chriſt their Lord, 
for the ſake of their teſtimony; and how the moſt 
of us take care to preach /o ſmoothly, as not to 
ncur the leaſt ſhadow of their ſufferings : the 
difference between us and them appeared ſo ex- 
ceedingly great, that I could not but be aſtomſhed 
ER... - „ TS 7 
Brethren, I ſheak with plainne/5 and fimplicity. 
When our 7570 and Maher _ in this 1 
he was /o far from deſtring the riches, honours, or 
pleaſures of it. that he was indeed the pooreſt and 
moſt deſpiſed among men : entirely ſpending all the 
days of his humiliation, in procuring our /al- 
 wation. And it is he that tells us, Whoſoever 
doth not bear his croſs, and come after me, 
cannat be my diſciple. We therefore ought to be 
fo many ſhining lights by our hearty denial of all 
the riches, honours, aud pleaſures of this world; 
end by employing our lives entirely in the aſſiſtance 
e our neighbours. But if, on the contrary, we 
Feet wordly things, then we depart from our glo- 
1 | : Is : Nous 


rious pattern ; neither is there any thing: that doth + 


more effeftually deprive us of the bleſſing of God 


ußon our calling. For, ſure it 2s, the more we 


are concerned for honour, profit, or eaſe, the leſs 


all we be concerned to promole te good of our 


neighbour. And as long as our. minds are not 


. wholly conformable to the mind of our great Shep- 


herd, it is impoſſible he ſhould be well pleaſed with 


us; for He trieth the; hearts and reins. .. On. tlie 


contrary, did we defire nothing in the. world, ue 


- ſhould not fear it. : 


Did we duly conſider, that there is a day before 


us when, we muſt. give. an account lo the great 


Biſhop of our /ouls, whether, according to. iis 


example, we had nothing elſe in our. eye but the 


ſalvation of mankind, ſhould we not apply our /elves. 


to. our duty with another. kind of feruor than re 


ade hitherto done? Should we not. more effetiually 


clear ourſelves from all [uſjicton, of either: fearang 
or deſiring. any thing in this, world? Should tue 


not be more earne/t to admoniſi every one in par- 
ticularꝰ Should we not wreſtle more in our Arayers. - 
or them? Should we not, as ſoon 45. any. gad 


defire appeared in any, more readily lend him aur 


. helping hand, that the ſpark af grace might be 
. blown up enta a flame? Should not. our. outward 


converſalion be more hol) aud ' con/equently..mare 


_edifying ? Verily, my brethren," I fear ue have 
reaſon to be aſhamed, ruhen we read what one ſaiſli, 
A Chreſtan ought to be ſo enkindled and all- 
"flaming with divine love, and both inwardly. and 


* 
* 
* 


— 


— 7 
> 


outwardly, Jo conformable, to, God, that whenewer 
any one came. to him, lie miglit hear nothing frgm 
him but God : and hits heart and mind aug Hi be 


/o fixed on ham by burning love, and fo. read) in 


all things faithfully to obey. his. will, that fac as. 


** 


w- 


viſeted ham, though cbt h 5 col d and lurews rm | Heart „ 
n A g diele 


— 


3 
miglit be heated, and ſet on fire by Aim. As we 
tee cold and dead coals are hindled, when they are 
„  "PUt-T0 grommy ones”. : = 
I have opened my mouth, my Brethren, and ad. 
dreſſed you with the fimplicity of a child, and am 
very billing to appear mean in your eyes ; only 
Aeſpiſe not the truth, which is not mine, but my 
Lord's and Samour's. I am not aſhamed to ac- - 
knowledge that I count not myſelf to have ap- 
prehended, or to be already perfect. But this I 
ay (my conference bearing me 2 in the Holy 
Ghoſt, which alſo the righteous Fudge will teſtify 
for me at the great day} that fence I have found 
grace in the eyes of my Lord, io perceive my own 
miſery, and the narrow way to eſcape from it, all 
my thoughts and endeavours have been bent, in the 
© faithfulneſs of my heart, to continue therein, to 
' purſue it more eagerly day by day, and as far as 
 poſhble, to direct men to it. I netther deſpiſe nor 
envy any one of you that are of the ſame funddlion 
' zvith me. Nay, I know many among you to whom 
I thank myſelf unworthy to do the meaneft ſervice. 
But I know many lhewi/e, whoſe- Converſation is 
not at all conformable to the pattern "Chrift hath 
ſet us. And for theſe F heartily prayer that God 
' would ſhew them the things that belong to their 
c.ternal peace. Neither is my heart in the leaſt 
© ancenſed againſt them that moſt unjuſily ſlander 
and reproach me. But I compaſſionate them, fince 
we 'muſt all one day appear before the ſame Judge: 
for my part I cannot call black whats, nor tale 
him for a follower of Chrift, and a pattern of his 
ock, 11 whom 4 find nothing of the mind that was 
in Chriſt. - | 5k | 3 5 L 
„any thing has been wouckſafed % me, it is this. 
 Fwoherem I heartily rejoice) that I have been made, 
5 x though in a e Gr partaker. of. the Juf- f 


bs 


* „ «+ 


FF 
ferings of Chriſt. And it is the greateſt comfort to 


me, that the men of this world ſpeak all manner of 


evil of me falſely, loading me with cenſures and 
accuſations, the groundleſſneſs whereof the Lord 


* 


will diſcover at that day. 


Les us all, my Brethren, think of this great day, 


and ſo even our accompts againſt it, that we may 
then appear with joy and confidence + let us caſt 
away all care, but this only. Let us drop all un- 
profitable conteſt, and with united hands carry on 
the work of the Lord, being heartily glad to fee 


has glory advanced, be it by ourſelves! or others. 


And I beſeech God from the bottom ,of my heart, 
to influence you all with a rich meaſure of his 
Holy Spirit, to ſanctiſy you to humſelf, and to 
hour his tranftendent bleſſing upon all your 


planting and watering / The Fee of love and c 


truth keep all your hearts, and lead them into the 
fellowſlup of Feſus Chrijt, who alone is able to 
give that true peace, which the world cannot giue. 


- October 26, 1731. 


| AUGUST HERMAN FRANCK, 


t 
22 * 


8 
3 


_ -. NICODEMUS,, 


. 
b * 9 * 
4 — 4 N 1 7 oF | 
DV E 2 * 4 4 i p < _ * * bo 
„rere | _ 
FO A Woe Freda: gx” "ar XY r — OS LIT E ur , 0 
8 . n a = n 5 8 
Br 0000 
— , - \ bg =_ 
= Sa. — = . —_ 


o 
5 — es. we. oe eas Ret re EE OCT 4 —— — "TEFIFO 1 * 
— x — — ad 


— — EE EEE \ 


* 
e N 8 5 
# * „ * 9808 . ERIE EET TERYEO 
_ 
* 7 — 
. . 
* 
1 PESOS HET oi vyF eee 
2 8 3 4 : . % 
* . * * 22 a | 
CE # „„ „ 0 tu —T; * 4 * * © 4+ * % * * & *4 I ARES „„ „„ „ „„ „ «4+ &@ ©#S#s+!'s « 4 1&4 
| 5 8 8 — 2 ws wn . - Yo 8 — 1 b = — A, AN 
4 - 5 , . 
4 = 


* 


FF 
of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of Man. 


EHE fear of man, in things pertaining . to 
14 God,. is a moſt hernous vice, and a kind of 
idolatry, whereby we think, ſpeak, or do ſome 
evil, or decline thinking, ſpeaking, or doing ſome 
good out of ſome ſort of conſideration. of men, or 
apprehenſion of their diſpleaſure. Now the more 
there is of this fear {till cleaving to believers, the 
more dangerous is the condition of their ſouls, 
The cauſes hereof are either internal or exter- 
nal: the internal are-chiefly. theſe : 5 
N 1. Unbelief, which is the root of all vices, 

2. The love of the world, and the things of the 
world, and the want of ſelf-denial; which makes 
us fear men would prejudice us in- our reputation, 
eſtate, or eaſe, if we ſimply followed the word of 
„„ | 5 | 
3. Falſe humility, which is ſwayed more by the 

authority of men, than by the word of God, and 
prompts us to refer all things to the judgment of 
others, as be ur fer. them better than ourſelves. 
4. An eager deſire of viſible ſucceſs in all our 

undertakings; whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied 
Vith an inwatd victory, that is, with having kept a 
' good conſcience toward God. w 


DOT SPM 


5. Want 


wy a... 


3 
. * 


weary out and overcome many. 
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3. Want of expericnce in the ways of God, 5 
which makes us heſitate in difficult caſes, and in- 


diſpoſes the ſoul to rely upon God, fearing left he 
ſhould let us fail or miſcarry in them, or that it 
would be preſumption and tempting of God, to 
caſt ougſelves wholly upon him. This proceeds 
from our not having ſufficiently learned how dear 


they are to God that entirely truſt in him; and 


what powerful aſſiſtance he affords to accompliſh 
his own work in them. | 


6. Neglect of prayer, which not only prevents. 
our obtaining a full conqueſt over the fear of man, 
but likewiſe drives us down farther into the ſtream. 


of hypocriſy, _ | | 
The external cauſes are chiefly theſe : T 
1. The tyranny of men in power, who under 
pretence of preſerving the public peace, fetter the 


conſciences both of teachers and hearers. 


2. The forwardneſs of our Univerfities in dub- 
bing of Heretics: for they no ſooner perceive any 


| breakings forth of. true Chriſtianity, but they are 


ſure, out of their great zeal, to caſt a ſlur upon it, 


by giving it an ill name. 


3. The examples and ſpecious reaſonings of 


| thoſe, who are bound down by. the fear of man, 
4. Wife and children, that by their importunate . 


way of arguing, and uubelieving tattle and clamour, 


5. The eſteem we have already gained in the 


world. Thoſe eſpecially who are in any eminent 


poſt, and find it hard to give up their darling repu- 
tation, and ſuffer reproach with the people of God, 


6. Too great intimacy with the children of this 


world ; ann with great and honourable 
men: who, under pretence of hearty love and 


kindneſs, are always cautioning us not to venture 
„ . 5 | 5 
Luaſtly, the neglect of frequent converſation with 
true believers, who walk in the power of faith, 
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e the Frar ef Man. 


P 
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Of the Signs and Bfe 
43 Fearful «ma 05 eaſily convinced of the 
A truth: and*Fough it be laid before him 
with the cleareſt evidence, yet he ſtats many 
doubts and fetuples about it, leſt if he ſhould con- 
feſs it too roundly, he ſhould be hated, perſecuted, 
cc TILT IO WE bY 

2. He is never ſo buſy in ſtarting objections, as 

in cafes that moſt tend to the glory of God. 

3. When he is convinced of the truth, he will 
not confeſs it before men: or if he do, it is only 
among the lovers of truth. But before the ene- 
mies thereof he conceals or denies it, or talks ſo 

dubiohſly about it, as to leave them uncertain 
wWhetlier he believes it or no; at leaſt he takes care 
ſo to order his words, as to be able to give them 


= 


F 


always a handſome turn, and fo to come off with- 


"out trouble, If he lives in a place where truth is 
© profeſſed, he owns it open mouthed : but if he 
- comes to another place, he finds many difficulties 
in the point,-ſo that he reſolves to halt between 


* 7 * * * 


5 both, and leave it undetermined, * 

4. When he finds he cannot avoid owning the 
truth, yet he takes care ſo to limit and pinch it, 
that it may appear tolerable even to the enemies of 

Wh. „„ 6 1 8 0 
5. A ﬀearful man will at laſt break out into an 
"avowed confeſſion of truth: but it is when he finds 
himſelf well backed with human. authority ; that 
is, when a perſon of 'unſpotted reputation, and 
great learning, hath aſſerted the fame before him. 
© Accordingly he is more careful to arm himſelf 
with a fine train of human teſtimonies, than with 
the word of God itſelf; and thinks he has a rigbt 
fo to do, becauſe he ſees. the cheerful confeſſors of 
truth have ſometimes. ſtopped the mouths of their 

_ - + ſhameleſs adverſaries with ſuch arguments. 23 
6. When ſome good work is to be "dy he doth 
not undertake it with a ſimple reliance on the 
7 7; ab Be | „„ living 


* 


8 3 


the ſtorm ariſe, and the waves beat, he gives 8 


tax in the thing itſelf, he blames the manner of: 


ways ſees ſame fault ; though indeed there 1 is none : 
but his own want of Faith, 
them to take , heed to themſelves; thus by his 


their faith. 1 


too plain and particular an application of his 


art the man, en x he is ven ſupple and com- 


lioing God: but when be Sod 4 patrons. on Un 
his fide, he at laſt ſets about it. Yet when he lees. 


and ſo loſes all he had gained, _ | 
He always finds {ſomething to blame i in the © 

behaviour of faithful labourers. Symetimes he feats, 

6 they go too tor.” Sometimes, findiog nothing to 


doing it. When he finds nothing elſe. to cavil at, 
he cries, the work is not well timed: thus he al- 


8. He is very apt to belies any falſe e 
againſt the faithful children of God; and becaule . 
his own heart fails, he is very forward 1n warning 


prudence damping and W the cheerfulyeſs of 
He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make 4 


ſermons, or ſhew too great earneſtneſs in his 
function, or profeſſion of Chriſtianity. _ | 
10. A fearful man is ealily moved to envy; 
eſpecially when he ſees thoſe that are young acting 
cheerfully in faith; and cries, „That is none of 
his bulineſs, but muſt be left to thoſe of more 
knowledge and experience.” | 8 


11, He either .himſelf expoſes as preſumptuoys, : 
ſtubborn, ſelf-conceited, proud and phariſaical, 
thoſe who, with a free, and child-like ſpirit, break 
through all oppoſition: or at leaſt, fits on the 
bench when they are thus condemned, and con- = 
ſents to the e ſentence, Pronounced saint 
them. N | 

12, A fearful Miniſter Teproves common people 5 
boldly ; but when he is to ſpeak. to -great and - 
honourable perſons, 1 is mouth is gagged, _ _ „ 

The pulpit is a fearful Preacher's firong- _ 
hold but when he is to ſpeak face to face, and 1 
to bear witneſs to the truth by ſaying, Thou 


_- 


en. | 


7-033. | 


from great men, he graces it with a ſmile. 


15. Above all things, à fearful man cannot 


abiqe to be ſingular, 


16. Sometimes he deſires to do ſomething to the 


glory of God; but he ſoon confronts the thought 


with + What will people ſay?” And then fairly 


drops it. 5 SE 8 
17. He cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and familiar 
converſation with the members of Chriſt that are 
deſpiſed by the world..Or if he be willing to con- 
verſe with them by night and in ſecret, yet he cares 
not to appear with. them in public. He rather 


appoints ſome certain place to meet them, where 


it may not be taken notice of. 5 EO 
18. A fearful Preacher makes it his buſineſs in 
his public diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt 
Enthuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm; and then he thinks 
he may venture to ſpeak the truth: Which is true 
enough, For the world takes it for granted, 
That he means it as they apprehend it, that is, as 
ſpoken againſt thoſe, on whom they falſely beſtow 
thoſe names. 333 F 

19. A fearful man rejoiceth for a time, while 
the light of truth ſhines upon him; but as ſoon as 


he is called to account for it, he is ſore afraid, 
makes many excuſes, and by all manner of ſhifts 


and evaſions, endeavours to extricate himſelf, and 
to get rid of the ſuſpicion of it. 


— 


20. Inſtead of reproving his neighbour, he ſays, 


e God is fo merciful, that he does not doubt but 
he will himſelf reclaim him in due time.“ 
21. When he is to preſs the inward truth of 
Chriſtianity, he ſays, © It is too high for them: 
if he is to enforce any thing of outward behaviour, 
he accounts it a little thing, or elſe ſays, We muſt 
not begin at outward things,” 


14. When he hears profane, looſe, or fooliſh 
talking, he holds his tongue, and when it comes 
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i 5 Miſchief: 4 by the Vent of. 7 
NV chouſands of ſouls are thereby NE 
. be a true converſion :. becauſe they dare 


8 the knowledge of the truth to ſhine upon 


. 4. 


8 8 H A . 111. . n FEEL 


them in its, full; ſtrength, but hold it impriſoned, 


. were, by manifold fhifts ahd pretenees. 
27 Many, whojare- already -converted:are: hereby _ 
Hinds dered.ifrom growth in holineſs: as they deprive 
themſelves. f many opportiminies » (which they 
. 4s w/ need) to ſttengthen and edify themſelves ia 
25 for tes fear makes them avoid the conver» 
tion of thoſe WhO are moſt able to build them u 
in the faith; and run into many other fins. * 
the: dictates of their own'conſcience;. + 
Again, As a free and ready confeſſion: of the 
; wank: highly advances a man in faith and love, 
1o the denying or hiding it keeps him quite down, 
and hinders him from attaining the power of the 
Spirit, Many know not what the reaſon is, why 
they advance ſo lowly in ſpiritual: growth, It is 


plainly. this, the, fear of man lurking within, cats 


85 the vigour and activity of the life of grace. 


God, it is rr e infinitely abound in:mercy, 


ad would willi every day pour out new 
bleſin s upon us. lut a fearfu man i is not recep 
tive of lv, 6h He doth: net act in fingleneſs of 
heart, He darts not ttuſt in God, and God there- 
fare cannot An im with the an of his 
EY G 77 
g. When Mioiſters in ipapticntiar are 3 . 
overcome the fear of man, they grow dejetcted and 
Hheartlels in the diſcharge of their funttion, aud 
ſcarce know::theinfelves what or How they dught 
19 ſpeak. They become liſtleſs in all their per- 
formances: ſo; that the molt excellent giſta which 
God has beſtowed upon them, become: altogether 
fruitleſs, arid what good might have been done is 
either never r attempted or left unfiniſhed. Indeed . 
4t cannot be e mw my one enſlaved to this 


— 


fears, 


„% 0 a Fe | 
fear, ſhould ever by his cold endeavours, thoroughly 
reform any abuſe of lang cntihuanee. The fear of 

man is always for. maintaining ond cuſtoms a and 
while every one is afraid of innovation, abuſes are 
authorized more and more, and all things frofecd | 


| from bad to worſe. POO 2077 s 010% 14 


nothing worthy of their calling ray; the one 

hindeteth the other from the faithful diſcharge” 5 

a his paſtoral duty. Nea, it would 'be' better Ty Bs 
many to have forcthein; fellows labourer, dng fat 

Was openly wieked, ho might perhaps, by his 

enormities. force the truth from them, than a 

timorous Nicodemus, who by ſhunning it him ſelf, 


+ 


teaches them to ſhun the light. | 


time; to crown with ſucceſs. He will manifeſt his 
glory in them, and make bare his arm before them. 
But there is nothing of all this, Where ünbelief 
gained admiulance, and where the honour due to 
God from and before all men, is not undauritedly 
rendered to him. For a fearful man truſts God 
no farther than his dαν n poor reaſon carries! him. 
When any thing croſſes that, he preſently giveth 
way; and therefore, wanting thei courage of a 
lively faith, he can never behold the glory of God, 
ED AE Ro HERE, 370310 ROOT ts 44 When 
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I. When the well-wiſhers e cc fee thoſe 


iv know the truth, kt "at leaſt ought to do lo, 
N ib Sg 5 25 are *not. a little 
encouraged » th hypocrite themſelves, 
inſtead of freely 10 1700 9 5 ba their Maſter. 
And it oſten happens, that 1 

eminent man, thouſfands A infekted with the 
ſpirit of hypocriſy and dilfithulation, - 


5. On the other hand, when the. adverſaries of 
truth, ſee them that love it, ſhun the light, it 


ſtrengthens the in heir bad cauſe, concluding, 


that if they were in the right, they would have no 


neeg to fear; and as, iÞf'you' Ty ie devil; het will 

flee from you, ſo the Nate is full as true. The 

more you fear, and give way to the devil and his 
| 2 ſtruments,” che more. will” they, purfue'a and. preſs. 
upon yu. Fils I : 

6. In ae The fear of man, is the efertl | 


| bane both of | cy. y and countty. Our fiperiors | 
would ap Minffſters and Magiſtrates; 
but ey Kar e üg this or the other man, or 


— Joti of men. They ns mel "fo eak. when 4 
wicked Miniſters rect or Officer is recom* 
d, böld their tongues thicugh fear, In the 
Courts of Judicature,' this fear prevents juſtice,” 
. condemns the innocent clear the guilty, bereaves 
widows and orphans o their right; and leaves the 
ee and © Shore tout remedy. And What 
Does it pro 
8 is Tenftble of the general cotraption } T 
At on ex poſes him to the inore pain. Being 
anwilling: 10 break either with the world'« or God, 
He is looked upon as an unfaithful Ste ward by 
both; ; and be endures far more trouble and 
anxiety, than the breaking thrs. gh. with a ready 
preſen ch of faith would we 8d bim. He finds 
vo fou ful GliaFaffuranee, in praxet. The 
Bod has no reliſh With him. He never attains to 
the true communion of Saints, aud when he mould 
comfort and krentzthen othefs by ex hotting them 
in the power of God, he'rather drives them 4 fear, 
and quenches ihe Holy Spirit in them. Thus he 
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me of which, 95, Precious, thatthey bh PRs ing the 


Eyes. of a that i they approve Meir; 


aiſe then ing 
wry . Should he e be an 


10 5 dee nt for it.“ 


oy 5 and nub 
; 50 0 do overtake thee, 


| 10 et = bog. ND. aaf Lord apd 

7 aſter. 55 8 x vr thy care ., to be a fauhſul 

4 Sl Whatayer, thou, ſogfeſt in his, cauſe, 

Se. will re 

Tho hoy —5 3 bac up. 

Wa 1 mau a nA jor 10 loſe. — place tor the 
ke « of 5 100 e I res mow leryelt 


des an witl hout any. 5 are | 


k © ſt tx. 34 but, bez | 
fn he mega ap 7 1 2 f 


d tbis hanger 
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we 
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ti) 0 
c 2. But l Rave a Wish ulld children to Mes care 
of.“ Hear then what the Lord faith unto thee. 
He that ſoveth father dr mother; ſon or daughter, 
more than me; is not worthy of mel“, True it is, 
that he 'who* provideth- not [for his own” Raue 
hat denied the faith, and is worſe than * Infldel. 
Bui God's Honour miſt not fuffer one jut under 
pretencd of probiding for 'thy family. Thou mayeſt 
Hot, on that pretence, 80 but of the way "of the 
commandment, to the right hand or to the left. 
Thou muſt do neither leſs nor more, than'if thou 
badſt done: only learn What meaneth, See ye the 
kingdom of God and tis righteouſneft, and all theſe 
things ſhe a be added 'to v ret elne 
8% Buy e muſt net pull down fafferings uporr 
our on heads, of 7 wiltully® rum into them. 
Neither! mufl thou be afraid of ſuffering? es long 
As: efiig flinching from the/etolſs) is in thee thy faith. 
is not right. When a good thing cannot be done 
without ſuffe 1 thou” art abfoloiely bound 0 
take it up. It is better to ſuffer all things, that. to 
hate an evil conference: trouble not thyſelf, but 
do thou heaitily/the will of. God. He will not lay 
upon thee more than thou art able to beat. T¹ou 
repreſenteſt things to thyſelf worſe than indeeck 
they no- Are. Thou art afraid of men: but 
pe >the Lord God i in thy heart, and they” wilt 
e afraid f thee, 
4. Why, we do bat we en. „ Thou cabft 
not de any thing of thyſelf; Chriſt alone doth alk 
that is good in and by thee, But who can boaſt 
that he does as much as the ſpirit of Chriſt enables 
bim to do? He that weighs all things well, muſt 
needs: acknowledge, he cannot anſwer to God; for 
the many things he hath omitted, which he might 
have overcome by the power of faith, and which 
will appear in judgment againſt bim. At the 
| vessel very little appears flible ; but if 'we 


80 on . eder we hall find 
Gurſelves ſupported i Moi greater. things, 
yea abte ta do a things — ris who. 
On Ns 5, > + 35 
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Ä 16 hols AS. agg tf men, who, onght-to 


| be. forempl}- in [good -uydertakings,, would buy 


break the ice, we would readily. fallow. them; 
but we dp not care to be phe frft beginners, as if 
we were beiter than them.“ a etvant that 


cCstries the torch, before” his meſteg, and yet does 
not think 8 beiter than his Mmaſter. Tha 


kingdom of God did nat come htte men.of the 


b tank, or io them he mode the greatest 


eure in the, world. When thou art to receive 
thy reward, wi thou refuſe to receive it, till thy 


erior be paid firſt? In the kingdom of Gol _ 


there wal. be no diſpute. about. precedency..: Let 
not therefore the unbelief. of athers. keep: thee back 


in thy rare; knowing this, that it thou art con- 


vinced of the truth, and, yet acteſt not according 


3 thy convittian, God will certaiuly puniſh thy 


e though. thou thoyldeſt appel 10 Pope 
Emperor. 7355 

my « But I am ne Miniſter, I have no. hufinalito 

ake care of men's fouls.” No! Art thou not a 

hriſtian (though not a e e and is it not the 


1 bufneſs, the hounden duty of every Chriſtian, to 


eee a0. bring his. neighbor. back into the 


Vice and. Jehinou ©: 5 00 not. every. Craft Ons 


anointed with the Spirit of Chriſt ? who conſe- 
quently is bound to ircad in his ſteps, by rent 


| his whole life one continued endeavour. to fave all 
wen from the wrath io come? Thou mayeſt not 

_ Indeed. take u pon thee- to adminiſter the ſacia» 
f ments, to caſt out of the Church, or receive ib 
penitent into it again; theſe axe the peeuliat 
offices, of thofe, who. are fo. called of God as as was 


Aaron e but thou muſt at the peril ob thy ſalvat ion, 
follow the example of Chit as well as, they. 


Thou, as well as. they, muſt obſerve all the laws 


of God; 8 that of foing, good unto all 
17 . — above all; ſince is not to 


iniſters alone, — to all mem that he heath ſaid, 


Thou falt in any wiſe amen 
. 4 1 Sher ham, 
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Eat Home ver, we muſt uſe p ee Frus 
but there: ate tO e ors one, that is, from 


above, the»otbex from beneach. The: former of 
theſe is unteproveaiile,: and! a moſt precious gilt of 
the Moſt High. But that which is from beneath 
hath! the appearatice indeed af wiſdam, bu is 


Lord is not continually before the ey, there the 
_ undation of it is already laid. Whore faith is 
weak, there "ral e when love grows 


cold, then is he frong. She informs us how te 


fe» Gods without diſpleaſing the „ 19 
tow: Chriſt, and yet avoid the croſs. As 8 


the/ kingdom ob God conſiſts in words only,”ſhe 


cunnot utter all ſho has to fayl- But when id is tg 


bis demonſtrated: in power, then ſhe has-recourſe 
many. evations,” and cautiong others (out ok 
E b gopd- will) not to venture 100 far. Then 


ſhe es light and darkneſs together; ſhé ſhiſis 


and turns. every. way to keep the ctols from her 
8 She ſwims. with the ſtream, aud cares 
not to converſe with thoſe Who fuffer:reproach 
for. Chiiſt's ſake. - She keeps on indee@the; ap! 


Iranice of godlineſs as long as: poffible; and yet _ 


ialdeth her tongue where the children of God are 
condemned; nay, fometimes joins in pronounein 
their ſentence. She does much evil that 
may come of it. But who is able to deſcribe all 


the faces, of this horrible monſter, Which is come : 


up out of the bottomleſs pit? It is 2rue we muſt 
4 Pprutdence ; -. but: confider- well» which fortiof 


prudence;.thou-'wilt: uſe," Yea, ſet thylelf before | 


eu -glaſs, that thou mayeſt know by which 
_ of: theſe thou haſt 5 beg life: and ations 
hitherto, © | 125 


8. But we W hay 2 7 9 AA a 


may. do better: we may de more good by a little 


delay.“ Where has God given thee leave to delay 
till the next moment, what my be done Lethe 


In let flip any opportunity, in order to reſerve 


thyſelf for ſome more Fasedtable rim e N St. Haut 0 5 
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WO the Greek) bey up e-) opposuenityz ive. Ey held 
j af itz as oon as ever it offers Reſerwing thyſelf 
5 for a mores convenient ſeaſon; proceeds: purety: 
 __ Fom(falſe-pruderice.: This reſerve accuſtoms thee! 
| to; hypocnlſy; . it! continually; ftrengthensithe/fear: 

_  fom;vhichiat, ffuwe, and willchinder thee from 
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wer of faith. 201 id * autant i Bien! 
9. To undertske à thing without being able 
to effe & it, does miure hurt than god; therefore 

it is better not to begin.“ x Thou doſt well to com- 
pute the charge of building before thou beginneſt 
to build the tower! But whence wilt thou pro- 
cure the charge ?:: From thy ow]n ability ? No; 
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full reliance upon God, agd' draw thy ſupplies 


means thou will be enabled to accompliſh at his 
coſt, the work once begun. 285 eit 2340 14h} e 
Or if God, for holy reafons: ſhould not proſper 


thou: baſt done thy part; and thy conſcience will 
ſo never ſet about it. Perbaps he |trieth: thee 
hereby, and though it has not: ſucceeded now, it 
maya another time. Perhaps thy very endeavours 
- may. ſtir up many to an imitation of thy zeal, 
But if thou ſhouldſt be: diſappatnted in all thy 
good purpoſes, ſhouldſt thou conclude, that thy 
work of love had been in vain? Examine thyſelf, 
Whether thy deſire of open ſucceſs; in all things, 

be not the effect of great pride lurk ingo wuhin? 
Be thou ſatisfied with the inward victory, a true 
Chriſtian can never be deprived of, Which conſiſts 


. * 


Hope. f; 


10. © But we cannot do all at once.” Thou 


_ = thy: talent. in a napkin, and do nothing at all? 
Thou knoweſt not what thou; canſt do, or rather, 
hat God can do by hee. If theu wilt hut lay 

_ aide; the fear af man, aud ſet aut boldhy in his 
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_everimectingiwith ai/oppottunity (exert the true 


that can never ;reachity: Begin thy 1wwork: with 


ftrom Almighty goodnefs and wiſdom, and by this 


be more eaſy, than if thou had diffruſted God) and 


in thy continuing unwearied in the patience of 


unprofitable ſervant, ſhouldſt thou therefore bury 


Deer dg Werres. rde 


fs: ſtrength, : 


ue + ts. 


» a, © rot gh Ht him Gt pede 


wm 


ag 


feng Godiis able 10 do for . 
ing Fan Won alk that tow canſt aſk or 


thin! 8 T Lie enn 


14 0 e ht to go-kai and fokly 3 


ock, and do what good weican;confiderately and 
by dagtees. Ay, this is ſometkin 12 if 
we: could: hut perſuade the devib 10 go fair ang 
ſoftly too! Hut alas, Az wathebh about libe a roart 
lion, ſeeking whom he may —_— What haſt thogy 


(ben to do, but t0-refeſt 
to pr 4 on in the 
[hie. Devil laughs at 
im but time, and he will not dloſe a moment. 
tbe blagd! of 4 oſe whan thy ſoftlineſt bath 
ect will te quiretat ih hands 
112. But an an | edge; too. ſharp: is caſily turned. 
Il would: infer! bence, hat ay 
' cantend earneſtli for the Kok, that it is not alwa 
good to be zealouſly affe qed in a good thing: 


t We may. ſomatimes hide our. zeal; wink ac the Rn” 


aufs oh our -neighbowrs, cor otherwiſe a 


_ with: them: :this is all falſe prudengg; this ts 


dir! w:cgntraryy to the erols.of Chriſt. It is but 
juſt that we ſhew love and meekneſs toward al 


meiv; eſpecially When we'-deulire' to them ihe 


 ovartowing kindneſs of God. But at the ſame time 
We muſt, ufd al dene earneſtueſs, left our love 
be made a cloak for our wickedneſs.” And when 


ever we. do 3 fear of man a 


om oh: ur hearts; however we labour 


at the , 
| ſperious Words to. exeule:> dur "hoing 


57 1 


. neither hat wor cf. 20 1009 » 


1. ff But it is: ge whit grou-dilorderearity 


when peaple are too forward,“ Idi is ver ww - 


that -young and ugexpericyced: Chriſtian 


frſt make ome: falſe; Aud this mote in a thei 72 


ane, yon preſently dilcern HN and” 
trin oer them: Take heed to thy 


great gemleneſs and ene lo 
think ourſelves: more e ee than they, 


. 8 in ſpirit,"ob 


in the faith, 
« * Holy Ghoſt ? 
thy fait and ſoftly > By . 


ought! to. bars Aich the: Ina with 
&z/ and _ et: 


nels, But od 
looks. 


. 8 WG 
wmoks not an things with thy ches. There is a vaſt 
difference between one that is ſtill ſpiritually dead, 
and one that has recovered life from God, though 
he is ſtill weak and encompaſt with infirmity. 

Thou who art ſtranger; dra not back becauſe he 

is weak; Break thou thyſelf through thoſe im- 
. pediments, which he could not, and ſhew others 
pp thy example, how eto ſerve God, with more 
14. By too open a declaration, we may hinder 

| -  _ great deal of good that otherwiſe mighi be done; 
va, everturn alli whereizbya pradenticonceating 
. - oh, gurtelves, we thay: «© Aigreat deal of i ſervice.” 
This i nothing but: anothen opiece> of>falle pru- 
dence © far though it: is tue that an undevita 
man finds a time for ſilence as wellias fofiſpeakin 
Vet a tzue Chriſtian ought to truſt in God; that h 7. 
will fo far bleſs the good he aims at, as that no the 
ther good undertaking will be hindeted byvit, 
4 Af thou haſt not this ſtedfaſt confidence in God 
Le the devil will be ſure:ito delude' thee at pleaſure -pre 
always repreſenting ſuch phantoms, as: will: make the 
' thee let ga whit thou haſt in thy hand, to 'cmch he 
Inn had! b aw! Neill % iin Hut h 
It is matter af wonder that there are many, who, 
Though they cannot name ſo much as ond man all 
whom they! have really converted to God, yet will bac 
not in any one particular vigorouſly. breakthrough 8 
oppoſition, “ för fear «ab ionerturning: all. AlN . ref 

Why thou hadſt never yetbuiltbupany thing, which we 

gan be ove,Hnhroven. „ But if God halb d mel forme thy 
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good by thee already, then 1 doubt not but tre{wilt kn 
do more. There ſhall:not:ariy;man be able to ſtand 
before thee all the days ob thy dife #?:54 ILovilhnotfanl the 
these nor forſaks thee,”! ibis promiſe to thee md 
all his ſervants. And with this!promile every true 
=. ee of God, may: bid define t the World. de 
__ member, to him thatknoweth tu do goo and Cb 
dduch itz not, to him afl is fſin Het us but Ibllow 
Aghis rule with ſüngleneſtofe heat ancdbreſigu t God 
Dy the care ſo f ha [=D 18 IN For nb 80 odican 
Euer be betier advanced, than when one wedge W. 
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by directing our actions preciſely 7 7 to itt 


Hare it is; that St. Part's carltion will de r 
ſervice... Let no man dteteive himpelf. mak 
umong you: ſeemet /i to be wiſe in "this Has wht, et Aim 
become a fool, ithat he muy i wiſe.” Is it not a 
ame, when the Lord of glory Was taken for 
madman, and one p oſſeſt by jv eter thao | 


be hig h yr vane” of ke world ? By this thou 


veſt evidence againſt thyſelf,” that thbu 86ſt nbt 
8 to Ohriſt, that th6u knowidft not the dig. 


nity of bis crals: and-how'theti wilt thou be able 
to rejoice with: him 7 It neither can nor muſt be 
' Otherwiſe... Thou muſt be locked upon as @ fool 

in the world, if thou wilt be a diſeiple of Chriſt, 
It will not fail thee an hair's breadth, high and low, 
88 and A muſt all alike be cenfurty 

by.the. world, Wh 


Hows to; God. For as ſoon as they ceaſt to be 


| conformed. to the faſhionable way of the world, 


the world is immediately offended, and begins to 


ſcoff and rail, chatging them with fanaticiſm, 


Kungalerith, pharaſaical hypocriſy, and what not ? 


Loading them with a thoùſand hes and calumnies. 


And wo that: is affaid of this. reproach from the 
world, mull continen an _bypocrats 7 as he 
dives id od vdt at D 

16. 10 Vet thoug 1 we 14 not be: conformed to 
the world, Wwe — * Become all things to all men, 


das St. Paul teſtifies himſelf, he did, that by all 


- means he miglit gain ſome. St. Paul gave aeg 
_ proof of his being an undaumted wörkman, to 
whom God had given not the Spirit of fear, but 
the Spirit IE what haſt thou to ſhe w 
orldly- minded men can become 

all to all too but . andther principle, by other 
means, and fbr quite another end. Canſt thou 


Hs erprels the bold alacrity of St. Paul, who was not 


afraid to withſtand St. Peter himſelf to the face, 
When the fear of man had matte him play the 
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ourſelves from the a dee deceiifulneſs of 
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1 3 
his difimulation I It is certainly- a great piece of 
wiſdom, lo 10 become weak with the weak, as not 
to loſe any thing of our own ſtrength; ſo to be- 
come all to all, as to ſland free from all manner of 


'h ypocriſy. Examine then 4hylelf, whether the 
N with his, prudence, hath not perverted 


thy mind from the ſimplicity of Chrilt, There is 
nd cloak that more plaufibly covers the fear of 


man than this; therefore look to it, that above all 


things thou diſpatch this enemy. 

Neither. excuſe thy conforming to the 1 in 
rich clothes, banquets, dancing, plays, and the like, 
by ſaying, © 1 take no delight in theſe trifles; but 
I ſubmit to them, that. I may have the more power 


over them that do:“ this is one of the fruits of 


our modern religion, raiſed on maxims of. ſtate- 
policy ; but if we bring it to the teſt, it is altogether 


inconſiſtent with the truth, as it is in Feſus. % But 


you are. for taking away the abule ot theſe things, 


and letting the uſe 1emain.” The true children of 


God, whe, are crucified to the world, cannot find 
the N true uſe in them. When "they. would 
avoid or prevent any evil, or do any good, either 


to their own fouls, or their neighbour, they have 


no need of the Devil's rattles, but fly to- their God,; 


and commit their whole cauſe to his direction. 
They reſt, themſelves, while they ule only ſuch 
meaſures as he directs, in full confidence. that he 
will do what is beſt; and they enjey even the 


neceſſary. refreſhments of their bodies for no other 


end, but to 1 the ſtrength received e. 


owledgment and child - like chan 
fulneſs, and to renew the vigour of their ſoul ond 
body for the ko of their ae 


** 
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of the e whereby, we may be delivered ron the 


Fear of Man. 
„Tur firſt and moſt neceſſary of all means is, 


a conſtant and .carneſt endeavour to free 


our 
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out own hearts. Nothing is a more fatal hindrance 
of a'man's ſalvation, than the falſe conceit that he 


is already a Chriſtian, and ſo has no more need of 
laying again the foundation of repentance, or of 
the firſt converfion to Gd. „ 
There is no error which it is more difficult to 
remove than this: eſpecially in a Miniſter; who 


having undertaken to ſhew others. the way to 
heaven, preſuppoſes that he is himſelf therein. 
And becauſe he ſees but little difference between 
himſelf and his hearers, and knows nothing of a 
ſaving change of heart, he by wholeſale takes them 


all for Chriſtians; and, like a blind Phariſee, 
yEproves nothing but outward vices, His own 
inward part being not yet cleanſed, he cannot 


_ awaken others out of their ſlumber, and bring 


them over from their falſe 4maginary faith, to a 


true, living one, working by love. And by means 


of theſe unconverted Preachers, deſtitute of all 
experimental knowledge of ſpiritual things, whole 
Pariſhes, Cities and Countries are countenanced in 
their carnal ſecurity, Wa ́ . 


Now when God is pleaſed to ſend forth faithful 


witneſſes of his truth, to awaken men out of their 


ſpiritual ſlumber, then is the devil moſt buſy to 
ſecond this ſecurity with the fear of man; one 


Fearing this, another that, ſo that both together 


choak the truth of God in the heart, The beſt 
advice that can be given to a man in this caſe is, 
that he thoroughly ſearch into his own condition, 
according to the tenor of the word of God, that he 
may not be deluded with vain hopes. By this 
means he may come to a full aſſurance of the ſtate 
of his ſoul, and feel the Spirit of God witneſſing 
with his ſpirit, that he is a child of God: but till 
he will thus ſearch into the bottom of his heart, 


he cannot be freed from this fear. Nor will he 
de able to make à right uſe of any means at all 


that may. be offered him : for without the power 
of the. Holy. Ghoſt, which till then he cannot 
have, a man will never get ſo far as to eye God 
only in all his actions: and till he does this, it is 
„„ To Fo impoſſible 
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impoſſible he ſhould diſcharge his duty — che 
fear of man. 

2. As the want of ſelf-denial i is one of the chief 
cauſes of the fear of man, it will be abſolutely 
* neceſſary, in order to the ſubduing it, to labour 
after a true ſelf.denying frame of | ſpirit ;. for as 
long as we fear the loſs of our eaſe, or goods, or 
honour, or greatneſs in the world, ſo long. we ſhall 
be loath, by a cloſe following the ſteps of our 
Lord, to. incur the diſpleaſure of men; till there- 
fore, a man, © renounceth himſelf he cannot be his 
diſciple. But when once we ſeek no honour, 
but what cometh from God, nor any pleaſure, but 
that of doing his will, we ſhall find it eaſy to con- 
ſeſs the truth, with undauntedneſs, bo both in word 

and deed.. - 
746 Het him then, who will come 1 Chic, 
5 deny hamfelf| and take up his croſs daily, and follow 
ham” And he that begins to be a proficient in 

A: will find the fear of man vaniſhing of itſelf, 
For why do we fear men? For no other reaſon, 
but we are afraid of the croſs. And why do we 
fear the croſs ? Becauſe we underſtand rs the 
infinite good that lies hid in it. | Becauſe we 
| Apprebend not, that fince the fall, whatever is 
really. good, muſt ſpring up under the cross. 
3. And that we may never be weary; of bearing 
it, or faint in our minds, we ſhould frequently and 
deeply meditate on the vanity,.and even nothi 
neſs of this world, this idle dream, this vaniſhing 
ſhadow; ob the nothingneſs of man himſe! 
-a worm, a vapour, a leaf driven by the wind; 
even in his; beſt eſtate,. walking, in à vain. em, 

and diſquieting  himfelf in vain; on the glorious 
Majeſty of the Almighty Creator of heaven and 
eib, and the unſpeakable joys that are at his 
right-hand for evermore; on the ſeveral degrees of 
that glory, which ſhall be proportioned to our. 
ſeveral degrees of obedience; and in particular, on 
the mighty rewards annexed to the denial of our- 
ſelves, ny , tak ing up our croſs, ., 
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4. The ſervants of Chriſt find this alſo a ſure 


means to conquer, when they are aſſaulted by the | : 
ſear of man, to enter immediately into deep RE 
meditation on the bitter paſſion of our Lord. This * 
is the antidote which St. Peter preſcribes, Beloved, fy 
"think it not ſtrange Concerning the fiery trial, which 3 
1 to try every one of you ; but rejoice inaſmuch as ye ps 
are made partakers 'of the ſufferings of Chriſt, Eph. J 
iv. 12.— And ſo St. Paul, conſider him, that 2 
endured ſuch contradiction of ſinners againſt Weg q 
And again, We always bear about in the body the : 
dying of the Lord Fefus, that the life of him alſo might 7 
"be made rene; © he our mortal body. „ 7 
This is the true apoſtolic mind, which few 1 
"apprehend; but thoſe who do apprehend and 2 
obtain it, tread in the ſame ſteps, and declare My 
themſelves ſervants of the living God in true 2 
cheerfulneſs of faith. They are not afraid of te 2 
terror of men, but fantlify the Lord God in their in 
' hearts: having determined to know and regard _ 
nothing but Jefus Chriſt, and him crucified.” > * 
5. Add to this, the conſideration of thoſe faith - 10 


ful companions of Chriſt, mentioned in the ſcrip- 
"tures as well as other hiſtories. © This was the way 
St. Paul took to encourage them that were weak 
in faith, in the eleventh chapter of his epiſtle to the 
Hebrews; which being an excellent abſtract of the 
- whole Old Teſtament, ought to be more'eſpecially 
: 1 by us, and applied for the ſupport of our 
Jaith, and in all outward and inward temptations, 
The hiſtories likewiſe of the primitive, as well as 
later Martyrs, were they more attefitively con- 
ide red, would contribute much toward our attain. 
ing a true boldneſs of faith, ſo neceſſary for our 
chriſtian warfare, its e hays BA 
But chiefly (I repeat it again) Look ye unto Feſus, 
the Author and finifher of our faith.” Conſider him, 
"or (as the Creek word properly fignifies) make a 
compariſon, between what Chrift hath ſuffe red, and 
what ye ſuffer, Conſider what proportion there 
is between the two; for ſure it is, If you will be 
his followers, you muſt be ever determined 


and 


> 
7 


(29) 
| ile prepared 10 0 even unto blood, PPM, 
n 2 

„ that 10 powerfully, inſpired. St. Paul, 
to expoſe. himſelf to all manner of ſufferings. For 
the mark he always had in his eye was, To know 

. Chriſt, \ and the power f hit reſurrection, and the 
Fellouſiip of this Juffermgs,. being made conformable 
-unto' his death. Aud St. Peter, from the ſame 
ground, faith, If when ye. do well, and. ſuffer for it, 
ye. tale it patrently,' this acceptable with God. For 


even hereunto were ye called: becauſe Chriſt alſo 


ſuffered for us leaving us an example, that we ſhould 
folldw hig ſteps. Chriſt himſelf - alſo gives us the 
ſame inſtruction: Remember the word which I ſaid 
unto) yon, Ine ſervant is not greater than his L. d. 
27 they have: perſecuted me, 'they wall, 2 
; on? -wherefure, if any man would in good earneſt 

eirid af the fear of man, let him eye continually 


the example and image of Chriſt; and know | 


aſſuredly, he cannot be happier than when he 


cometh up to the neareſt conformity with his 


ſuffering crucified Lord. If his love be ſincere, 
zit will kindle in his heart an ardeut defire to be 


made like unto him; and this deſite will diſpel 


| alb the fear of man, becauſe. it makes the croſs, 


which is ſo bitter io the fleſb „delightful to lhe 


Apirit, fo that it can no more. L e his drinking 
gladly the cu bop 4 which his Father hath given him. 
10 Nay, St 
| overcomes : thereby, but that he is more than can- 
\queror > intimating, that by this victory he gains 
an? inconceivable advantage over all the ſufferings 


| *tHat'cary befal him for the goſpel's ſake. Who A 


Jeparntt us from the love of God ?- Shall tribulation, 
20 diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or natedneſs, ar 


iperil, or Jword e na oy, in all theſe: things we are more 


\than conquerors. ': Nor does he ſtop here, but ex- 


preſſes 75 undaunted cheerfulneſs of his heart yet 
more emphatically; am perſuaded that neither 


- life nor deaths: nor angels, nor principalties, non things 
Pat: 40 vr "things to tome, nar height, nor depth, ner 


as 11 the 


aul aſſures us, that a man not only 


her cheature,. en e, from 
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"the love of- Cod. Let us, dear beben in llike 
manner, preſs on in Ee into the living and 
powerful fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt,” ſo that we 
may live no more, but he may live in us, and the life 
' which. we now live in the fleſh we may live by the fauh 
of the Son of God, who loved us, and gaus himfelf_ for. us, 
Thus all fear will foon vaniſh out of our heart, 1 
and the joyful Spirit of Chriſt Will 61} up the 
1õ,,1ſ it had there, and make us grow in ſtrength, 
comfort and encoutage us in all our Wen wg and 
afford us a continual train of victories. * 
6. Let us then apply ourſelves o God inhaaipeſt 


» ah 


”4 


"4 


Prayer, that he wee be pleaſed to vouchſaſe us 4 
this Spirit, even the Spirit of power, and of love, and a 
| a found mind. I his is not of us, but the free ( 
gift of God, which gilt he is maſt ready to; impart 2 
to thoſe who heartily pray for it. Let us then aſk, i: 
that we may receive; and more eſpecially at ſuch b 
times, when we 'are called ts act any thing that 
requires ſome exerting of the. power of faith, let us 8 
have @ care to do nothing according to our on 10 
fancy, but in the fi ſt place, lay it open before God a 
In prayer, and then ſet upon it at med with the e e oy 
4 rote of God: tf pies mir 6 + | 
Now as jeſus Chriſt is he thot vac maſt cex- 0 
deve us from all fear of man, ſo nate can 34 
teach us better than he himlelt, by what means wie AM 
muſt fight againſt it. And this he hath. carefully 20 
done, eſpecially in- the latter part of his ſtate of * 
- humiliation, leaving. his diſciples, in his farewol 0 
diſcourſe to them, (St. John 5 14 15. 16, 17 -< 
Chapters) a moſt effectual medicine againſt i. 2426 
Na the chief point inſiſted on herein, is his 74 
promiſe of ſending ihe Holy Ghoſt to his diſciples, „ 
whom alſo he calls the Comforter, becauſe he dri es 12 
away all fear of man out of the: heart, Flling land 1 
overflowing the ſame (Which bate- reaſon, cannot oF 
do] with a ſtream of life and powere:::- +; - | 7 K 
There ſore, let him that Would be 2; wine wer of | > 
Chriſt in #ruthy read and confiderithis/with due ap- off 
1 > and then with: Full ellurance ace l = 
freedom 281 
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(Freedom and confidence. pray 1o-Chridito make, it 
good unto.him, And verily, if we do bear reproagh 
* his name's ſake the: Spirit of glory and of Gad 
vſtet upon ug And hace. Chriſt bimſelf is, ier 
TG them who ſuffer: for his ſake, that thanks. ch 
become habitatipns of God, upon which, the glory 
of 2 reſteth, yea, which are filled with the 
Spirit of gloxy and of God: ſhould we not, whan 
tempted to fear man, be, ſtrongly moved thereby, 
10 reſiſt the temptation; with all our, might, and 
ſtedfaſtly believe that the power of God will be | 
| : perfefted/in our. weakneſs}; And what a comfort is 
it, that the Spirit himſelf helpeth our inſirmities ? 
Vea, and maketh interceffion> for us with groans that 
cannot I uttered ? That is, moſt powerfully, and 
ina manner altogethes inconceivable by human 
reaſon: be being out continual advocate in heaven, 
{and in the council of.the Holy Triony, begueathed 
to us by Chiilt, as long as we continue orphans in 
. this world. Nay, Chroſt,hymfelt, who is at the right 
| band of, God. ever making imterceſñhon for. us. 0 
„that we were thoroughly ſenſible of the joy and 
.zeadineſs lodged un the heart of God, to ſupport all 
. thoſe who, ſeek ing all their help from him alone, 
rely wbolly on his paternal-goodnefs.! Ho eaſily 
then ſhould wegget rid, of the fear of. man, and 
EVEN; bluſh. for ſbame, that we, had ever dern 
diverted by it ſrom any good v undertaking! . 
8. But all theſe nne ans N nothing. evailgvif we 
conſult. in any thing with fleſh and blood, or with 
other featful men As ſoon as even therefore we 
de ſiſe to be made Gam. we muſt eu her wholly. for- 
ke theſe. perſons, and avoid ail converſation. With 
them, on at leaſt uſe it ſo ſar as ahſaluie neceflity 
[3£quires,-- With the wimoſl, cautidt nd carc w- 
ection. Many have undertaken a good. thing, in 
orencdinels of faith, but While they did not ſet about 
Lit immediately; withgut conferting-wuh fleſn and 
bload, butzficlt aſked the advice ot ths. and another 
ofrignd, hey gave over.thegdehgn,, and. ſtifled. the 
gift f Cod. ihat wWastin them, 4yIndeed.; it is;notgo | 
þdeccxprefiec.how;many.uſctul.debghs arerby-.this 
| means 
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„mesggchindetecd and laid aide: Doubileſs we du 
not to rely too much on our own prudence, or to 
light che advice of experienced men; but we 
z müſt beware” too of the ether extreme, of being 
to ſſed about with every wind of doctrine. For it ib a 
"good thing, that the heart be eſtabliſned; which 
flability is obtained by faith, but is eaſily loft again 
"by the fearful talk of thoſe who have little faith.“ 
On the contrary, let us. confer with the: Holy 
A oſtles, and obſerve the unuſualearneſtneſe, wWhefte- 
with they labour to free every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt; from the fear of man. Would yu 
"know with what weapons they armed therfelves 
' againſt it, as good ſoldiers of ; Jeſus 'Chrift & Why 
they took uiito them” the whole armour of A n e 
were able to withſtand in the evil day. And thus 
may you gain the victory, Which you will never te 
able to obtain by human weiden N as wit and 
learning. „ 1 K 
10. Indeed, not only POE ces the Apoftlds; 
not only all holy writ, from the beginning thereof 
to the end; but heaven arid earth, yea, and all the 
Creatures of God, would affiſt us, would we E6h- 
ſider them with a believing heart. Doth not Our 
Saviour, to 1 our idle fear, ſend us even to 
the ſparrows for better information p "Ave hot two 
Hparroms fold for a farthing ? And one f | them Male 
not fall to the ground your Father, Nay, he 
ctirects us to the very hairs of our head, ſaying g. 
But the very hairs "of * your head' are all numbered. 
*Elfewhere, he takes the grafs of the field to witneſs 
- againſt our little faith: and all this to expoſe our 
horrible unbelief, and to repreſent tous in a dlear 
light, that a man by faith becomes the moſt glorious, 
and by unbelief the irn bad miferable of all 
„ 22. - 117 711779 TR . notÞ4 
* 14, Stand faſt Sabine; Ys beedmes! moss to 
>whoin are made all thoſe glorious declarations; Ye 
are a choſen generation; a royal rieft hoot, "holy 
* mation, a fi people: which plainly alludes to 
"Exodus xix. 34, where we find theſe emphatical 
expreſſions bea Have gen "hat" aid 2 
Saal 24 86 
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'the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's. wings, 


and brought you to myſelf. Nou therefore, if ye will 


obey my voice indeed, and '\keep my covenant, then ye 
fall be a peculiar treaſure unto me above all people. 
For all the earth is mine and ye ſhall be a kingdom 
of priefs, and an holy nation 


No, not only Iſrael after the fleſh, but all the 
people of God have'a' right to lay claim to, and 


comfort themſelves with all theſe his glorious pro- 
miſes ? And to what purpoſe did he make them f 
Was it not to aſſure all his ſervants, that none, 
how powerful ſoever, ſhould be able to hurt them, 
as long as they continued faithful to his covenant? 
Nor is it poſſibſe for the whole world to hurt ore 
that entirely relies on his promiſes. For he 'who 
truſts'in God, doth by this faith ſo unite himſelf 
to the power of the living God, that thereby he 


becomes much. ſtronger than the whole, world, 


* 
0 


whether viſible or inviſible. 


This precious promiſe of God, eoncerning the 


royal prieſthood of his ſaints, was confirmed and 


ſealed by the death and blood of the Son of God. 


FJeſus Chriſt the faithful wit neſe, the firft begotten from 
te dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the ' earth, 
hath loved us, and waſhed us from our own' fins in his 
- own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts undo 


God and his Father. Let every Chriſtian then de- 


mon ſtrate himſelf to be one of theſe royal prieſts, 
by breaking through all difficulties, into att. 
cheerfulneſs of faith, which he is willing to give to 
all, without reſpect of petſons; by fighting man- 
fully the batiles of the Lord, and preſſing on for 
the prize of his high calling gn 0 208 


L.et every one that hath by baptiſm begun to re- 


nounce the devil and alb his works, entirely dedic 


himſelf tothe ſervice of the Lord of Hoſts: let him 


deeply conſider, with bow high and holy a majeſty, 
with how great a Monarch (why indeed it the only 


"Potentate) he hath entruſted his foul and body; and 


no more fear them which' kitl the body, but are not 
Able to kill ine ſoul. Let him think with himfelf, 


how ſecure he is under the protection of ſo: grout 
„ e ” 2 King, 5 
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Ring. He dwelleth in the ſecret cf the Moſt Highs * i 


he abideth in the ſhadow of the Almighty.” Bat. let * 
him alſo duly: 3 WE he 3 light this 5 
combat by his own ſtrength; but that the Captain 8 
of the Lord's Hoſts, delivering his own. ſword to l 
him, will arm him with his own power, and: ſay T 


unto him, as he did unto Foſaua, I will never leave 
\thee nor forſate tee. Haue not I commanded thee g 2, 
Be ſtrong, and of good courage; be not afraid neither 
be thou difmayed : for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
twhitherſoever:thou gor ft. | £48 29 TY „ | 1 | T4 | 
In fine, renew thy ſelf daily in the ſpirit of thy 
mind, and draw life and . nouriſhment from the 
word of God. Stir up thyſelf in prayer, and 
Atrengthen thyſelf with the company of ocher 
Faithful .Chaiſtians; ſince where tuo ar three are 
gathered together in his name, there is Chrift in the 
mid/t-of them. Thau, oughteſt to fir up the gift of 
God, the child-like cheerful ſpirit always, and 
withaut intermiſſion, even as a fire, by conſtant 
blowing, is kept up to a flame. Preſs toward 
higher degrees of faith, by pondering the promiſes 
bf God, and continually exerciſing thy love to thy 
neighbour, with all ſingleneſs of heart, to the utter - 
moſt of thy power, wherever God giveih thee 
opportunity. For nothing conduces more to the 
Aereaſe of faith, than a continual.excrcile of it. 
And if a man knows himſelf 10 be naturally baſh- 
ful and fearful, let him with the greater earneſtneſs 
aaſſault this enemy, and labour to keep a conſcience 
void of offence, leſt his natural fearfulneſs grow 
upon him. Let him have a care, in the beginning, 
Not to make himſelf the flave. of other men, eſ- 
11 of them that {are in high places, Ibut 
 Dehave himſelf always as à faithful ſervant of God, 
an all diſcretion. and humility. Or if he have at 
Jeſt fallen ſhort, let him the more now encourage 
chimſelf in God, to obey him henceforth- rather 


than man; not ſuffering himſelf to be any more 2 
haken, either by force or ſubtilty. He ought to Fea 
lift up his head in the power of Chriſt, though tho 


wunder the hardeſt combat, and greateſt. poverty df 
. . ſpirit; 


: 1 ( 28 ) 

ſpirit : : and to make the glory of God his whole 
and ſole end, in all he does or leaves undones 
Bleſſed is he that thus ſtendeth his ground in all 
combats and aſſaults; he ſhall. go from fanh to 
faith, from ſtrength to ſtrength, and finally, ee 
come _ e fe all e an . HHS 
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1. 8 fleſh and. blood is e r 
5 either to exceed or fall ſhort in matters of 
duty, ſo it is eaſy, while we avoid the fear of wan, 
to run into preſumption, raſhneſs, inconſiderateneſs, 
Therefore it is neceſſary that we be continually on 
our guard, that ſo our boldneſs may be ever tem- 
pered by wiſdom; that wiſdom I mean which 
cometh from above, and is called by St. Luke, The 
wiſdom of the juſt. And ſo St. Paul ſtiles it, the 
ſpirit of a ſound mind; God hath not given us the 
for writ of fear ; but of power and ofdove.; and o of a found 
mm For indeed, one Spirit works all this in 
man; and through him again in others: making 
him not only diſcharge his duty with undaunted 
courage, and giving him a pure deſire to promote 
nothing but the glory of God, and the good of his 
neighbour, but enabling him allo, in all his doings 
and ſufferings, to. behave with divine prudence 
7 wiſdom. And i any lack this wiſdom, let im 
iſt of God, and it ſhall be. given. him, It ſhall. be 
45 y given him who continually keeps a watch» 
ful eye over his own ſpirit; who is ever humblin 
| himſelf in the fight of God; and, like a. 15900 
infant, praying to God for diſcretion and. under- 
ſttanding, and taking the word of God for his con- 
ſtant Counſellor, _ | 
' 2. Where this foundation is laid, we need not 
fear any hurt from the boldneſs of faith. And 
though perhaps, for want of GAPSFIFnchy it may 
not 
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_ tuary. Now when a man doth not abide in love, 
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not always be exerted in due time and plice; yet are 


we: to take heed, as ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, 


not to be too much dejected for this imperfection; 


but to praiſe God, Who therefore ſhews us our 
failings, that we may mend them, and who will 
himſelf ſupply what is yet behind. And when- 


ever we obſerve ſuch failings in others, we ought 


to- be particularly cautious how we judge them, 


For God will not judge according to ours, but 


according to his own: mind; and out of the mouths 
of babes and ſuckiings he hath often Fe praiſe. 
But hereby we do not in the leaſt reflect upon 
any one, who, from a long experience in the ways 
of the Lord, duth in the ſpirit of love, mind his 
brother of the failings which have overtaken him 


in any of his actions. By this he doth not ſtifle 


any good that is in him, but rather prunes the 
good tree from its ſuperfluous, irregular ſhoots, 
taking care of and having an eye over. it, that it 
may bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon. 

g. And that we may be aſſured of ſo doing, we 
muſt,” before all things, conſider, that there is no 
true faith, without repentance, ſo neither can there 


be any true boldneſs of faith, unleſs a man exerciſe. 


himlelf daily in it. For the undauntedneſs of faith, 


taken poſſeſſion of the heart, expels the fear of 
man; and where the ſpirit of man is truly hambled, 
and broken under the mighty hand of God, there 
the Spirit of God dwells and exerts itſelf fo 
lorioufly, that there is no room for the fleſh to 
boaſt. Let no man deceive himſelf. There is no 
true faith, without holineſs of heart and life, 
W hatever is ſeparate from this, cannot laſt long, 
be the appearance of it ever ſo glorious, 
4. Again, the true boldneſs of faith is known, by 


its continually working by love. By faith a man is 


made a lord over all; but by love, a ſervant of all. 
By faith he is a king; but by love a ſpiritual 


- prieſt, miniſtring, not lording, in Chriſt's ſanc- 


but 


is no ſuch groundleſs raſhneſs, as is found in a wild 
ſoldier: but it is the fear of God, which having 
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dut is s ſwayed by anger, hatred, or the like, wid 
rhaps breaking out in ſcofling, railing or bitter? 
Eels, be muſt not pretend to boldneſs of faith: 
and though he may have had ſome degree of it 
before, it is now corrupted and loſt, Therefore 
in this caſe, àa man ought firſt to humble himſelf 
before God, and when he is ſincerely renewed i in 
the ſpirit of his mind, then to prefs on again in 
the work of fun the F of hope, and me Y 
labour of love. - 
- 5» To keep up this boldneſs, we muſt coming | 
in prayer, and in child. like communion with God: 
for by this, the mind is beſt guarded from vain 
excurſions, and inſpired with meekneſs towards 
ill men. And whoever, by humble, fervent, and 
onſtant prayer, labours after a Rrifer union with 
od, will not only be fortified againſt en pi- 
tancy and haſtineſs of ſpirit, but alſo again tempt- 
ing God, of which men of little faith are Particus 
larly careful io caution him. : 
6. Neither does his boldneſs of faith at alt” 
interfere with the obedience which inferiors of 
every kind owe to their reſpective ſuperiors; _ 
only remembering, that we are never to pay any 
one ſo unlimited, blindfold an obedience, as to 
prefer the autholity of man before the clear com- 
mand of God. 
This caution is highly neceſſary ; there being 
but too many, who think they act entirely in faith, 
When indeed they are only following their own 
fancy, without any warrant from the word of God. 
And this diſtemper i is the more dangerous, the leſs 
remedy can be applied to cure it. For thoſe that 
wall in the light of the fire of their own kindling, 
if they are adviſed to 19 humility, diſcretion, and 
obedience, are apt to ſuſpett that it proceeds from 
a defign'of lording over their conſejences; and that 
all the advice given them, is no better than the 
Fruit of unbelief and the fear of man. They think 
themſelves happy that they do not adhere te men; 
without taking notice how deep they are enflaved 
to Nenn But he is GEE wiſe, who humbley 
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N kimſel f more and more, and is always. ready ta 


fubmit to all men, For where humility is, the 


* 


enemy finds na room for his moſt dangerous 
temptations. Te: a V 
7. Let us then continually join the exerciſe of 
daily e the denial of ourſelves and of our 


own wills, of true humility, obedience, ſubmiſſion, 
prayer, of the meekneſs and patience of Chriſt, of 

earty love for our brethren, and compaſſion for 
their failings, and other virtues that flow from the 


wiſdom which cometh from above: let us, I ſay, 


Join and knit all theſe together with the cheerful 
exerciſe of faith and truſt in God, Let us excite 
one another, with comfortable words, to caſt off 
all fear of man, Whereſoever God hath wrough 
a good will, let us take heed of damping it in any 
of the leaſt members of Chriſt : but let us cheriſh 


it by the word of the goſpel ; and by the rules of 


true chriſtian diſcretion, keep it within ſuch 
bounds, as may bring it to a fuller and more ſubs 
ſtantial maturity. Pouey des 


dw 


c H A vn. © 


. f the Good which arifeth from the Botaneſs of Faith, 


conquering the Fear of Man. 


1. HTEE eleventh chapter to the Hebrews lays 
an ample foundation for reflections on the 


glorious effects of faith, and on that power of God 
Which hath at all times fo exerted itſelf in tru 
believers: but here it will be neceſſary to bid you 


take heed of making God changeable, by ſaying- 


with the ie world, „ This indeed has 
been done formerly, 


| ut now miracles are ceaſed,” 
For by this falſe maxim, ſuggeſted from the bottom- 
Jeſs pit, the higheſt diſhonour is thrown upon. the 


living God, all his promiſes are made void, all the 
examples he hath ſet before our eyes are abſolutely 
uſeleſs and impertinent; yea, and all his calls and 


allurements to active faith, are rendered null and 


inſignificant, And whereas, in truth, we have 
3 mA. _—_ 
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; e 
none to blame but ourſelves, for not treading I 
the ſame footſteps of faith, in which the ſaints of 
old walked, and conſequently for not ſeeing the 
glory of God as they did, we hereby caſt all the 
blame upon God, and defire a difference of times; 
whereas the difference, in reality, lies not in the 
times, but in the perſons. %Cͤͤͥͤ;r.. ee: 
For though it cannot be ſaid, that every believer 
now muſt do the very ſame works that were done 
by Abraham or Mofes, yet ought every one to follow 
the faith of theſe holy men, and to exert the ſame_ 


with full power and energy, in that ſtate and con- : | 


dition wherein God hath placed him, and in thoſe 


circumſtances that daily offer; and in fo doing he 


may be fully aſſured, that he (as well as they; ſhall 
fee the glory of God. And with ſuch a heart and 
mind are the ſcriptures to be read, and the ex- 
amples and glorious effects of faith to be con- 
fidered ; that ſo we may receive ſtrength and holy 
boldneſs, more nearly to unite ourſelves with God, 
and to enjoy his infinite love and faithfulneſs in a 
more ample and abundant manner. 7 r 
2. Now becauſe faith, though it be ſo high and 
precious a gift of God, is not commonly eſteemed 
according to its dignity, it 1s the more needful to 
obſerve, what the Scripture throughout teacheth, 
that all the good which was ever wrought in the 
world by man, was done by faith, whereby men 
are ſo united to God, that Al! things are poſſible to 
them, Wherefore it is highly neceſſary, with all 
plainnefs and earneftnefts, to repreſent, not only to 
the world, but to the children of God too, that 
Faith is ſomething far more glorious than Reaſon 


can conceive or expreſs; for till a man is ſenſible _ 


of this, he 1s utterly unable to comprehend what. 
an ineſtimable treaſure it brings with it. But 


when once he comes to know that it is the ſub- _ 


Rance, oro5rau;, the ground and bottom of things 
hoped for, whereon, as an immoveable foundation, 
all the inconceivable goods we hope for, do reſt, 

and an s e, or convincing evidence and teſti. 


mony of the Spirit, which aſſures beyond all "_ 
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*h figs OE Nel 1 1 e FEY 1 
| ub end felt in a man's heart, then he fees t} 4 
| vantage of that faith which Weftomethz all fear 
A Man, and/is of ſo large a compaſs, as to contain 
H., aud more than all wel can «{k or think. 


delivers. 2 man from: all evil of ſoul and body, and 
dn the ther Handi puts him in -poflethon of 
arsrelgtr blifs, and fills him with the? fülneſs of 
God; yea, and that Whenever either in the Ole 


2 br New Teſtament) he would perform any thing 
5 255 rest and glorious, he hath alwavs employed thoie 


. 


oſide the fear of flefſl 


man: @ ſingle: man, ſetting: 


living God, bath: frequenitly., ſaved à Whole nation; 
And What was moré remarkable im the Apoftles, 
at their beginning to preach the Goſpel, han their 
Eten boldneſs, at which the High- 
and Elders ſtobd amazed? And for this redn 
arr”; are ſet before us as examples, teabbing by the 
victory of their, faith, to conteſs Chrift before all 
men without fear; and? 44 his croſs, chat we En 
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Fas - ort then he diſcovers that it is faith which 5 


hom faith had ſet free from the ſlaviſh fear B“ 
and blood, and going forih in the name erbse | 
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